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Szerelmey is a leading specialist 
contractor in the field of stone 
masonry and building restoration 
services, drawing on over 150 years 
of experience in the construction 
industry. 
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Since its inception in 1855 the Szerelmey 
brand has been synonymous with 
excellence and unrivalled quality, and has 
been associated with the country’s most 
prestigious new build and restoration 
projects. There are in fact few notable 
buildings within London’s famous  
skyline that have not been worked on  
by Szerelmey in one capacity or another.  
In addition to overseeing the capital’s  
most significant building projects, the 
Company works extensively across the 
length and breadth of Britain.

Szerelmey utilizes a work force of highly 
skilled specialists that includes one of  
the foremost design teams in the country.  
Our engineers, designers and project 
managers focus on understanding our 
client’s requirements, exceeding their 
expectations and completing projects  
on time.

This company brochure introduces 
Szerelmey’s wide range of services and 
highlights some outstanding project 
examples.

Introduction

1 New Change, City of London
Client: Land Securities
Architect: Jean Nouvel

One New Change situated 
in Cheapside is the City of 
London’s most prestigious  
retail development.

Szerelmey carried out York 
stone paving to the ground 
level retail and roof terrace 
areas with spectacular views 
of the London skyline and over 
looked by St. Paul’s Cathedral.

Szerelmey also have a long 
standing history of cleaning  
and repairing Sir Christopher 
Wren’s striking iconic Portland 
stone facade on numerous 
occasions over the last century. 
Pathé News clips from the 
1960s show Szerelmey’s  
“Z men” with restoration works 
in progress at great height.
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 New build stonework services: 

–  Design, specification and cost plan 
development 

– External cladding 

– Interiors 

–  Hard landscaping

 Pre-tender consultation services: 

–  CPD presentations and quarry visits

–  Pre-construction service agreements

–  Material sourcing and provision  
of samples

 Restoration Services:

–  Sample cleans and schedule  
of repairs surveys

–  Complete building refurbishment  
with multiple packages

–  Specialist cleaning and paint  
removal from all types of  
building fabric

–  Repair, replacement and refurbishment 
works for: natural stone, terracotta, 
faience, stucco render, brickwork, 
external paving and hard landscaping

–  Localised structural repairs, 
modifications and remodelling  
of historic facades 

–  Facade dismantling and storage, 
including comprehensive catalogue, 
crate service and stone salvage

 

The National Gallery
Client: The trustees
of the National Gallery
Architect: Dixon Jones

Renovation of an existing 
covered court yard.  
Cleaning and restoration  
of historic marbles with  
new internal Noir St. Laurent 
marble cladding and French 
Limestone flooring.

Below: Maritime Museum 
Work on this World Heritage 
Project involved Portland 
Whitbed handset cladding 
and Crossland Hill York 
stone traditional paving.

Far right: Green Park 
The stonework at Green  
Park Underground Station  
was recognised by The  
Stone Federation GB for the 
Natural Stone Awards as the  
‘Art in stone’ award winner.

Our business development team are available 
to discuss our services and consult with 
architects, surveyors, contractors and 
developers from early project stages, to 
provide guidance on design specification  
and budgets and to eliminate unnecessary  
risk during procurement stages.
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Design and Specification 

The technology used in the design  
and construction of buildings has had  
a significant impact on stonework.  
The desire to reduce the weight of  
buildings and subsequently the cost  
has resulted in the detailed design of 
stonework becoming highly specialised.

Szerelmey are regularly contacted  
at the earliest stages of the design and 
procurement process to discuss and 
provide expertise in the selection of stone, 
Building Regulation and British Standards 
compliance (especially Part L), the 
development of early working details  
and full budgetary information.

The Szerelmey design team has a 
reputation for excellence combining  
a wealth of experience with cutting edge 
innovation and technology. Our knowledge 
of stone and other hard body materials 
such as terracotta and engineered stone 
systems is unsurpassed. 

The result is a crucial involvement in the 
project from start to finish, contributing  
to Szerelmey’s excellent reputation.

New Build Services

“ Szerelmey were incredibly  
helpful in all of the technical 
processes, even taking  
the opportunity in visiting  
the quarries with me.”

 ~ John Maine RA, Stone Artist, Green Park Tube Station

Cost Plan Development

We want our clients to be happy and a large 
part of this is based on understanding costs 
and preventing hidden extras. Our aim is  
to provide clients with cost certainty prior  
to construction activities commencing, 
whilst maintaining the design concept and  
a commercial edge.

To this end we prepare fully analytical 
breakdowns of our specialist masonry 
services with each and every project 
considered and priced on an individual basis. 
Our team of estimators rationalise complex 
designs and, where necessary, undertake 
value engineering exercises in order to reach 
client target levels of expenditure.

Green Park Underground
The upgrading of Green 
Park Underground Station 
also involved constructing  
a new wheelchair accessible 
entrance within the 
Transport For London 

‘Art on the Underground’ 
initiative. A blend of 
Basebed, Whitbed and 
Roach bed Portland stone 
cladding, showing the 
exposed hollows left by 
sea creatures from 150 

million years ago, includes 
an eye level band featuring 
enlarged fossil shapes 
machine etched into the 
stone, designed by the artist 
John Maine RA. 

We draw on our wealth of experience 
to continually deliver world class 
results across a broad spectrum  
of areas in the construction industry.
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External facades

External facade work typically falls into 
a number of categories with a range 
of product applications using natural 
stone, terracotta, faience, brickwork and 
engineered composites.

With all cladding formats, panel thickness 
may vary depending on type of stone 
selected and forces acting upon the facade.
Stone thickness is determined by structural 
calculations in accordance with BS8298 and 
take into account wind pressures, imposed 
loads and fixing positions.

Recent changes to Building Regulation  
Part L has had a large impact in facade 
design and thermal performance is now 
a major factor in the selection of facade 
cladding formats and overall wall thickness. 
Our design team are happy to give advice  
in this regard.

Load Bearing Masonry
Traditional walling using heritage  
masonry skills – typically thick blocks  
in an ashlar format.

Traditional handset external cladding
Cladding using natural stone held directly 
to a structural background by metal fixings 
and comprising mortar bed joints.

Sainsbury Laboratory
Client: Cambridge University
Architect: Stanton Williams
Main Contractor: Kier 
Regional

The concrete framed 
building is clad with over 
1000m2 of Jaumont French 
limestone and features 168 
load bearing stone columns 
which also provide solar 
shading. The horizontal 
bands within the French 
Limestone columns replicate 

Rainscreen and stone on metal frame 
cladding systems
Natural stone cladding with individually 
supported panels carried back to a 
substrate using a metal framing system 
and with open joints. This format includes 
options for using composite stone, light 
weight, cladding panels, which are formed 
using thin stone veneers and a structural 
backing. Typically aluminium honeycomb 
panels are used however other formats 
include fibreglass mesh backing and cast 
inert mineral backing.

Stone-faced pre-cast concrete  
cladding systems
Natural stone directly attached to pre-cast 
concrete units. The stone faced concrete 
cladding panels are transported to site  
and hung on the substrate using load 
bearing brackets. Szerelmey employ this 
format of cladding in conjunction with 
handset cladding.

Prefabricated Backing Walls
In order to achieve tight programme 
constraints on site Szerelmey can offer 
panelised walling systems with a range  
of external finishes including stone, render 
and metal cladding. 
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the geological strata  
inherent in this stonework.

Solid Yorkstone features  
in external steps, benches 
and copings and internally 
with stunning artwork cut 
into stone, designed by  
artist Suzanne Heron.

“ The Cambridge University ‘Sainsbury 
Laboratory’ The Stirling Prize winner – 
awarded to the architects of the project built 
or designed in Britain ‘which has made the 
greatest contribution to the evolution  
of architecture in the past year.”

“ The building is very radical in its design and 
was driven by functionality in its brief to 
provide a new international research facility 
in plant science.”
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“ Early stage consultation with natural stone 
specialists is key to the selection of high quality 
stone finishes. Visual appearances can vary and 
quarry inspections to determine visual ranges 
are important in order to properly manage the 
Client’s expectations.”

Interiors

Szerelmey have extensive experience 
with interior applications of high quality 
finishes for a wide range of commercial 
and residential projects from the most 
sumptuously luxurious to the rigorously 
functional. 

Our project portfolio showcases  
a variety of materials which have been 
used to create stunning looks and 
finishes commensurate with the building 
usage across multiple sectors with 
strong trends in residential apartments, 
hotels, museums, galleries and 
commercial fit out projects.

We source high quality products and 
materials from a worldwide dedicated 
supply chain in order to achieve a range 
of interior finishes:

– Marbles 
– Granites 
– Hard Limestones
– Slates
– Terrazzo 
– Mosaics
–  Stone Composites  

– lightweight honeycomb  
 backed stone veneers

In all instances the Szerelmey design 
and project management teams are  
at the helm drawing on their  
knowledge of exquisite materials  
and technical expertise for a wide  
range of applications.
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Modern technology 
combined with 150 
million year old materials.

45 Park Lane
Client: The Dorchester 
Collection
Architect: Paul Davis  
+ Partners
Main Contractor: Kier

The original Playboy Club 
was taken over by The 
Dorchester Group and 
extensively refurbished  
to create an Art Deco 
boutique hotel.

Regent’s Place
Client: British Land
Architect: Terry Farrell  
& Partners
Main Contractor:  
Lend Lease

Internal reception, atrium 
and lift lobby stone finishes 
to two office developments 
using banded Italian 
Travertine flooring and 
Jura limestone feature fins 
to bespoke wall linings 

incorporating secondary 
steel supporting structures. 
The reception desk was 
formed of solid Zimbabwe 
black granite as a stunning 
feature piece.

The new floor consisted  
of a Coffee & Cream design 
using a mix of Italian 
Travertine Stone applied to 
the lounge, reception and 
restaurant areas. Bathrooms 
and shower areas fitted with 
Spanish Amberino Marble 
to the floors and walls with 
the penthouse bathrooms 
enjoying a similar treatment 
in Calacatta marble.
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High Specification Internal Fit Out
Szerelmey specialise in the design and 
installation of wet room environments 
with spa complexes and swimming pools. 

With a strong market trend in new 
residential developments some of 
our largest projects are now high 
specification residential fit out contract 
packages with exotic marbles and hard 
limestones for lobbies, bathroom floors, 
wall linings, and vanity units.

Traditional and raised flooring
In addition to our association with 
traditional stone flooring for offices 
and retail applications, Szerelmey have 
developed raised flooring systems. 
These are comprised of adjustable 
alloy pedestals and either interlocking 
calcium sulphate panels or metal panels 
providing a stable, level base on which 
natural stone tiles can be efficiently 
installed. The finished article has the 
look of a grand finish solid stone 
floor, but provides space for electrical 
equipment underneath.

In all instances the Szerelmey design and 
project management teams are at the helm 
drawing on their knowledge of exquisite 
materials and technical expertise for a wide 
range of applications.

Coworth Park Spa & Hotel
Client: The Dorchester collection
Architects: Purcell, EPR and Fox Linton
Main Contractor: Galliford Try

Szerelmey delivered a range of materials 
in order to provide high specification 
internal finishes for this ultra-luxurious 
Hotel and Spa.

Spa finishes included: Flame textured 
Granite flooring to the pool area and 
mosaic tiles to the pool and shower 
rooms. Porcelain tiles were applied to  
spa floors with Silk Georgette marble  
to showers and WC walls.

Hotel finishes included: Bathroom vanity 
units formed of Chocolate Moreno marble 
and Calacatta Oro marble to floors and 
walls of the bathrooms.

Plot 7
Client: More London Developments
Architect: Foster and Partners
Construction Manager: Mace

Szerelmey were responsible for the 
design, supply and installation of 
1600m2 of Bianco Loranno Italian 
marble on two levels. The lower level, 
laid on a sand/cement bed incorporates 
under floor heating. While the upper 
level features a Szerelmey raised floor 
comprised of stone mounted on tin 
faced pans and alloy pedestals allowing 
for service areas underneath.
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Bespoke Internal Feature Work
The artisan elements of stonework 
embrace more traditional skills passed 
from generation to generation. Szerelmey 
draws on these core masonry skills 
to realise elements involving unique 
handcrafted features from statuesque 
pieces to modern inset banding and 
rectilinear fins.
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Regents Place
Jura limestone fins were 
designed and engineered 
to suspend from solid stone 
backing panels, facetted 
to create this innovative 
curved reception area for 
British Land.

Light weight stone ceiling system 
Traditional solid stone ceilings are 
extremely heavy due to the thickness of 
stone required to support its own weight 
via heavy duty steel fixings. Szerelmey 
have taken an innovative approach to 
developing a lightweight stone veneer 
system which overcomes weight issues 
and gives the appearance of a more 
traditional solid stone ceiling, but applied 
in a suspended ceiling format.

New Court
Client: Rothschild Bank, 
Stanhope PLC
Architect: OMA Partners
Main Contractor: Lend Lease

Szerelmey installed an 
innovative Travertine Stone 
ceiling using a veneer 
reinforced with a composite 
honeycomb and a British 
Gypsum hanging system.

“ Rothschild has made a commitment to the 
City of London that has endured across six 
generations. The New Court is of significant 
historical and architectural importance.”

 ~ Tony Chapman, Rothschild Project Manager
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Hard Landscaping

Szerelmey undertake extensive hard 
landscaping projects bringing their mark  
of distinction to each. These projects 
utilize a wide range of natural stone and 
engineered materials including various 
granites and sandstones from around  
the world.

Architects and developers choose 
Szerelmey for more complex designs  
which include either the stone elements  
in isolation, or a wider scope incorporating 
waterproofing, water features, drainage  
and planters. 

As construction proliferates in built-up 
areas, the need for ‘green spaces’ increases 
to offer seclusion from the density of the 
city and to combat the environmental 
impact. Utilising Szerelmey’s knowledge 
and expertise in natural stone, which 
includes advice on the selection of stone 

and design interfaces, the Company can 
successfully create complex and beautiful 
landscaped areas featuring natural stone.

Hard landscaping elements typically fall 
into the following categories; our project 
portfolio over the years includes notable 
public spaces such as the John Madjeski 
gardens at the V&A Museum, Tower of 
London Environs and The Guildhall in the 
heart of England’s vibrant capital.

– Public spaces
– High specification paving
– Private courtyards
– Architectural gardens
– Grand forecourts
– Detailed terraces
– Elaborate planters
– Water features

“ The Sammy Ofer Wing creates a spectacular, 
contemporary environment in which  
more people can appreciate the wonders  
of our world-class collections and their 
stories of human endeavour and discovery.”

 ~ Kevin Fewster, National Maritime Museum Director

Portland limestone cladding 
to main buildings is 
beautifully complimented 
with large scale exterior 
landscaping. 

This contemporary 
aesthetic continues with 
Yorkstone paving, steps 
with granite nosings 
and two water features 
including a 60m water rill, 
in the adjacent grounds. 

Architectural landscaping  
at one of the most 
prestigious residential 
addresses in London, 
Szerelmey designed, 
procured and installed the 
handset Portland stone 

to all elevations as well as 
the flame-textured Chinese 
and polished Zimbabwe 
Black granite to the Port 
Cochere and 5 bespoke 
water features.
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National Maritime Museum
Client: National Maritime 
Museum
Main Contractor: Lendlease
Architect: Purcell and 
Churchman Landscape 
Architects

199 Knightsbridge 
Client: KPML
Architect: Squire and 
Partners
Main Contractor: Multiplex 
Construction (UK) Ltd
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Specialist knowledge and skills along with 
a wealth of construction and managerial 
experience has enabled Szerelmey to 
successfully complete a portfolio of projects 
across multiple sectors including churches 
and cathedrals, theatres, museums, 
colleges, commercial offices, memorials 
public spaces and stately homes.

Szerelmey have handled all forms of 
contract where the majority of the work  
to be carried out is to the external building 
fabric. Numerous clients have entrusted 
Szerelmey to be the package or principal 
contractor on projects varying in size from 
relatively small cleaning and minor repairs 
to full scale, multi £million buildings.

Restoration Services

Our traditional restoration techniques 
have been successfully balanced with 
the introduction of new methods and 
technology. This continuation of consistent 
quality, distinction and skills has been 
maintained by a sequence of training 
apprentices in restoration, who as senior 
restorers, in turn train the next generation 
of craftsmen. The result is the sustainability 
of techniques, which has contributed to the 
excellent reputation of Szerelmey, who have 
a loyal and highly skilled directly employed 
labour force.

Project consultation
The restoration team undertake site visits 
to evaluate projects and provide technical 
advice on the fabric of the building. 
They will offer cost effective solutions  
for defects including support for 
specification production and assistance 
on the procurement of bespoke heritage 
materials to blend seamlessly with the 
existing elements.

Since 1855 the Szerelmey brand has 
been synonymous with cleaning, 
repair and restoration of the nation’s 
most prestigious, historic buildings. 

Image right: Victoria House
The Portland limestone 
facade of the former 
Liverpool Victoria Insurance 
Company headquarters 
in Victoria, London was 
cleaned using a combination 
of traditional water cleaning 
and water abrasive “JOS” 
cleaning techniques.

External works included 
the formation of openings, 
and in situ repairs to lead 
flashings and stonework. 

Image left: Facade cleaning
in operation using DOFF process.

Internal works involved 
restoration of wall linings  
and floors incorporating  
a wide variety of materials 
including beautiful basalts, 
marbles and hard limestone 
to lift lobbies, lift cars and 
main atrium areas.
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Schedule of repairs surveys
We carry out full condition surveys with 
reports providing a quantified analysis, 
photographs and drawings if required.

Sample Cleaning
Our team will carry out controlled cleaning 
trials to establish the most suitable method 
of cleaning the facade; this will also indicate 
the level of repairs that need to be carried 
out after cleaning. 

Any costs incurred and invoiced by 
Szerelmey for condition survey and sample 
cleaning, such as access and labour time 
will be offset against the project contract  
if awarded.

Full Facade Cleaning
Cleaning is essential for maintaining 
a building’s longevity as well as for its 
aesthetics; unfortunately poorly executed 
cleaning by unqualified individuals  
also accounts for extensive damage  
to historic properties. 

Clients can rest assured that Szerelmey’s 
team match expertise with experience. 
We are licensed to employ the following 
specialist cleaning methods:

– Water cleaning
– Air abrasion cleaning
– Water abrasion cleaning  
 (JOS/TORC)
– Steam cleaning (DOFF)
– Chemical cleaning

Facade Repair
Szerelmey will undertake a range of repair 
work to facades and works closely with 
specialist stone carvers, sculptors and 
artisans when needed. 

In every instance works are carried  
out in materials and products to match  
the existing ones and work executed  
with tremendous attention to detail.

Battersea Power Station
Client: Treasury Holdings
Consulting Engineer: Buro Happold 
Principle Contractor:  
Szerelmey Restoration Ltd

Szerelmey were first engaged on Battersea 
Power Station, the largest brick structure  
in Europe, in 2005. 

Under the auspices of English Heritage 
remedial works were undertaken to survey 
and carry out structural repairs and facade 
cleaning to the iconic ash towers.

In 2007 engineers Buro Happold further 
engaged Szerelmey to survey and overhaul 
the entire drainage system. Further 
discussion led to the removal of asbestos 
cement roofing sheets and resulted in 
replacement roofing works to make the 
structure water tight. Works had to be 
halted on occasion when breeding Falcons 
first made the news headlines in 2008.

Szerelmey have since returned to carry out 
repairs and maintenance works including 
brickwork stitching and pointing, structural 
repairs from impact damage to the river 
wall, caused by the old coal barges and the 
eradication of Japanese Knotweed.

Ultimately the Power Station is planned to 
be converted to a mixed use development, 
as part of the Nine Elms scheme, 
incorporating, residential units, hotels, shops, 
restaurants and leisure facilities.

Solid craftsmanship and traditional 
skills combined with innovation and 
modern technology.
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Quarry Visits
We arrange non-project specific quarry 
visits for CPD purposes twice a year to 
provide guidance and training with the 
sourcing and selection of natural stone. 
Please see our web site for details of event 
fixtures. Our business development team 
will also be happy to provide details and 
arrange bookings. 

Stone Selection - Meeting the Client’s Needs
As part of assisting with design and 
specification development we source 
material options with natural stone and 
terracotta. Szerelmey have a sample bank 
and if stock is available we can send these 
out very quickly.

We are also happy to arrange visits to our 
completed projects to assist Clients with 
their selection of materials.

Pre-construction Service Agreements
Szerelmey offer a way to allow clients  
to engage with us to commence the detail 
design development and the procurement 
of materials. Full details are available  
from our Business Development Team  
on request.
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Stone technical 
characteristics must be 
quality checked by correct 
analysis of test data in  
a timely fashion in order  
to fit in with project  
delivery programmes. 

The correct approach and 
specification assessment 
during early design stages 
can mitigate delays during 
procurement stages.

In addition to up front design assistance 
our business development team are on 
hand to manage new project enquiries 
and interface with client teams. 

In order to effectively communicate  
our range of services to the construction 
industry we provide support through  
a range of pre-tender services:

– CPD Presentations
– Quarry visits
– Stone Selection
–  Pre-construction Service 

Agreements

Pre-tender
Consultation Services

CPD Presentations
We provide 2 RIBA accredited CPD 
presentations which are typically held  
at lunch times and or as an evening event.

–  Natural Stone Cladding; Guidance 
on Selection, Testing, Design and 
Installation

–  Typical Cleaning Techniques and  
the Cleaning and Restoration of 
Natural Stone, Terracotta, Faience 
and Brickwork.

Please see our website for details to book  
a place.

Image above and right: CPD 
tour visit to Johnsons Wellfield 
Quarries – images show York 
stone processing and traditional 
stonemason skills demo.
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Sustainability has become an important 
issue for both public and private 
organisations in the construction industry. 
Szerelmey recognizes the importance 
of a sustainable business practise and is 
aware of a growing range of regulations 
and legislation with respect to both 
environmental and social factors.

Szerelmey’s sustainability mission  
statement is to recognise the impact  
that our operations can have on the 
environment and seek to ensure that  
any potential harmful effects are  
minimised wherever practical. 

The industry is now required to provide
information regarding the sustainability
of their products and their manufacturing
process. In order to understand the
relevant sustainability principals and
drivers surrounding using natural stone
construction, the Szerelmey team can
provide guidance on the following list
of elements; with assistance from the
Stone federation GB and BRE.

– Sustainability
– Environmental assessment methods
– Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)
– Environmental product  
 declaration (EPD)
– The Green Guide
–  Responsible sourcing of products  

and materials

Sustainable Solutions

“ Every profession bears the responsibility 
to understand the circumstances that 
enable its existence.”

 ~ Robert Gutman
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www.szerelmey.com

Contact Us

Project Enquiries
The Szerelmey business development
team are the first point of call for all
new project enquiries. Our business
development manager is available to
attend meetings and consult regarding
all of our services.
 
Head Office
369 Kennington Lane
Vauxhall London SE11 5QY
+44 (0)20 7735 9995
info@szerelmey.com

“ Quality in a service or product is 
not what you put into it. It is what 
the client or customer gets out of it.”

 ~ Peter Drucker
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