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Extensive restoration work 
and refurbishment breathes 
new life into St Nicholas Cole 
Abbey

he church is actually named after 
the 4th century saint St Nicholas 
of Myra, who was associated 

with sailors and fishermen, children and 
gift giving; to some he might be better 
known as St Nick, Santa Claus or Father 
Christmas.

The Abbey was first built on this site in the 
12th century, but during the intervening 
years it has been destroyed a number 
of times, rebuilt, damaged, repaired and 
abandoned, and has had a long, eventful 
history. Following its destruction in the 
Fire of London, 1666 it was rebuilt by Sir 
Christopher Wren and then bomb damage 
during WWII necessitated a rebuild by Arthur 
Bailey. For some years recently, the church, 
which has fallen under a number of different 
denominations over the years, has sat empty. 
The lively and at times tragic history of St 
Nicholas Cole has made its recent total 
restoration and refurbishment by London 
specialists Szerelmey, all the more satisfying. 
The resulting work has turned the formerly 
disused church into a warm, inspiring and 
vibrant space now used as a centre for bible-
based workplace ministry led by Rev’d Chris 
Fishlock.

As with any building of historic significance, 
one of the challenges for the Szerelmey 
Restoration team was preserving the 
inherent architectural integrity of the church 
through sympathetic restoration, while 
also converting the interior into a light and 
airy space suitable for contemporary use 
and aesthetics. The company has extensive 
experience working on listed buildings and 
buildings of precious historic interest and 
employs some of the leading restoration 
and conservation professionals in the 
industry, who are all passionate about 
Britain’s architectural history. This type of 
project where not only is an important, 

St Nicholas Cole Abbey can be found nestled at the 
heart of London’s financial district on what is now 
Queen Victoria Street. Centuries ago this area was less 
about high finance and more about fish – 12th century 
deeds record the opening of a new fish market close by, 
and by the following century the church was known as 
St Nick’s behind Fish Street. 

historic building being saved, but also being 
brought into contemporary use, is one 
that particularly strikes a chord with the 
Szerelmey team.

All the stonework including the flooring 
was carefully cleaned by hand, restored and 
repaired to match the original. Localised 
heritage repairs were made to the interior 
and parts of the stone flooring removed 
to allow insulation and underfloor heating 
to be installed, before being replaced. The 
stone flooring, which was particularly dirty, 
was deep cleaned using a concentrated 
liquid stone cleaner to remove old adhesives, 
plaster and ingrained soiling. The surface was 
then machine abraded with an appropriate 
abrasive disc range to leave a smooth and 
honed 120 grit finish. Finally the stone was 
treated with several coats of natural stone 
impregnating sealer to protect the surface. 

Szerelmey carried out all the general building 
work, plastering and electrics in addition to 
installing impressive glass screens between 
three large internal arches. A new mezzanine 
level within the church was installed by the 
company to maximise the use of interior 
space, and a new semi-commercial kitchen 
and restroom facilities also put in place to 
accommodate the increase in visitors to the 
centre. 

Externally, Szerelmey laid Forest of Dean 
sandstone paving edged with striking 
plum slate chippings. Glass balustrading 
was installed around the perimeter of this 
new outside area with resin bound gravel 
pathways and redecorated metal railings. 
The extensive and careful work by the 
Szerelmey Restoration team has transformed 
this Church. Now called, the St Nicholas Cole 
Abbey Centre, it has become an important 
part of the local area’s community and 
provides refuge and inspiration to Londoners 
during the working day. It is home to the 
popular St Nick’s Talks which are weekly 
lunchtime talks as well as group studies 
and one-to-one meetings, all aimed at Bible 
studies. The Szerelmey Restoration team are 
delighted to have helped bring St Nicholas 
Cole Abbey back to life. 

Szerelmey is dedicated to restoration, 
conservation and supporting and 
preserving British heritage. The Company 
offers full and unequalled restoration, 
conservation and refurbishment services and 
acts as main contractor or sub-contractor. 
In addition Szerelmey undertakes new 
build stone and faience works and hard 
landscaping. 

For further details on the scope of 
works please contact 
info@szerelmey.com or visit our 
website, www.szerelmey.com.
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